immenso. That is why I hate them. They bring these precious
things into contempt. They are living blasphemies.
mrs etteen. And so you have to put up with plain dowdy
people, and have children as ugly as yourself. What sort of world
is it where the ugly practical people, the people who can deal
with money and material things, and be thoroughly mean about
them, succeed, and the beautiful people who live in noble dreams
and continually strive to realize them are ruined and despised?
Do you suppose they like borrowing from poor people, who are
the only ones simple enough to lend, or that they enjoy being
dunned by tradesmen? Is it their fault that when they offer love,
they are told that unless they steal it they must pay for it with
all their worldly goods, with their liberty, with nearly the whole
of their lives? Is that right? You are a clever man: you are a pro-
fessional moralist. Is there nothing wrong in it? Give me an
honest answer. Dont preach at me; but tell me as man to woman.
Do you not feel sometimes that it is all wrong?
immenso. As a professional moralist I can make out a case
against it. I can make out a case for it just as easily. Cases do not
impress me. They never impress people who have the knack of
making them. It's no use giving tracts to a missionary.
mrs etteen. Yes: I was wrong to argue about it. The moment
one argues one goes wrong at once. It is deeper than argument.
You may say what you like; but can you feel that the beautiful
people are all wrong and that the ugly people are all right? Would
you think them beautiful and ugly if you really believed that?
immenso. I have noticed that there are subjective and objective
people; and—
mrs etteen. Beautiful subjective people and ugly objective
people?
immenso [uneasy under her greater conviction} Beauty is a matter
of taste, after all. One man's meat is another man's poison. Lots
of people do not think my wife beautiful. They are nitwits; but
they have a right to their opinion.
mrs etteen \wlth dignity] Mr Champernoon: is it possible that
you think I am discussing the question of sex with you?

